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STRATFORD ACHIEVES SUSTAINABLE CT CERTIFICATION 
 

STRATFORD – Stratford is among seventeen Connecticut municipalities to be recognized this fall for 

achieving Sustainable CT certification.  Stratford met high standards in a broad range of sustainability 

accomplishments to qualify for the prestigious silver-level certification; the highest level of certification 

currently offered.   

 

Sustainable CT, a statewide initiative that inspires and supports communities in becoming more efficient, 

resilient, and inclusive, announced its 2020 fall certified communities this week.  Stratford is one of only 

three towns statewide to achieve silver certification without having first been at the lower bronze level. 

 

“I want to thank those at Sustainable CT and Eastern Connecticut State University for certifying Stratford 

at the highest level of certification, and all the members of our great team here in Stratford who worked so 

hard to have so many of our great projects underway in Stratford reflected in the package that was 

evaluated for Stratford’s recognition,” said Mayor Laura R. Hoydick.  “This certification is a reflection 

of the many and varied exciting projects we have ongoing in Stratford aimed at maintaining 

sustainability- conserving our natural resources and taking meaningful environmental action.” 

 

In its application for Sustainable CT certification, Stratford demonstrated significant achievements in 

actions in nine sustainable impact areas ranging from inclusive community building, thriving local 

economies, and vibrant arts and culture to clean transportation and diverse housing.  Stratford’s successful 

application was a collaborative effort across all Town departments, incorporating a large amount of work 

the Town was already engaged in, including: 

• Demonstrated commitment to mapping and promoting tourism and cultural assets, improving arts 

and creative culture 

• Implementing a green grounds and maintenance program 

• Developing agriculture-friendly practices, through our work at Terry Backer Community Farm 

• Designing and implementing a Housing Needs Assessment 

• Providing effective community communications 

• Installing efficient exterior lighting, including energy-saving LED lighting on all streetlights 

including decorative lamp posts along Main Street 

• A robust Brownfields program through which the Town prioritizes sites and administers state and 

federal grant funds to assess and clean up Brownfield properties 

• An open space program that identifies currently held parcels, particularly those with great 

conservation value for future acquisition 

• Assessing climate vulnerability through the regional Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, hurricane 

surge inundation mapping and other associated efforts 
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"While working on this certification process, I realized what a great team we have and the amount of 

work that we are already doing here to achieve sustainability,” said Susmitha Attota, Stratford’s Town 

Planner.  “The Sustainable CT website has also been a great resource and broadened my perspective on 

how we can incorporate new actions moving forward based on examples from other towns."   

 

"One of the really impressive aspects that came to light as we collaborated through the Sustainable CT 

certification process, was that the Stratford community already shared many of the same values with the 

program,” said Kelly Kerrigan, Stratford’s Environmental Conservation Superintendent.  “That is, we 

were already engaged in many of the action items that led us to this certification. As we celebrate in our 

recognition of these shared values, I look forward to continuing programming that moves us toward a 

more sustainable and resilient future." 

 

Attota and Kerrigan noted that they were both especially thankful for the efforts put forward by Johneil 

Clarke, intern with Sustainable CT, and Wilhelmina Krahn from MetroCOG, in producing a successful 

application. 

 

Sustainable CT has seen strong momentum and growth as a valuable, high-impact program.  One-hundred 

twelve municipalities have registered for the program, representing 80% of the state’s population.  

Collectively, sixty-one municipalities, over 36% of the state’s communities, have earned Sustainable CT 

certification.  Certification lasts for 3 years, with submissions rigorously evaluated by independent 

experts and other Sustainable CT partners.   

 

“Congratulations to our newest Sustainable CT certified communities,” said Lynn Stoddard, Executive 

Director of the program.  “They join a growing number of certified towns and cities that are 

demonstrating municipal practices that make our communities more inclusive, healthy, connected, and 

strong.”  

 

The program is managed by the Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut State University 

and includes actions that help towns and cities build community connection, social equity, and long-term 

resilience.  The program’s action roadmap and support tools are especially relevant as towns seek 

practices and resources to promote racial justice and respond to the COVID-19 crisis 

 

Sustainable CT is independently funded, with strong support from its three founding funders: the Emily 

Hall Tremaine Foundation, the Common Sense Fund, and the Smart Seed Fund.  Additional support is 

provided by: the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut, Connecticut Community Foundation, 

Fairfield County Community Foundation, Main Street Community Foundation, and other sponsors. 

 

Stratford and all spring and fall 2020 certified communities will be recognized later this year at the 

Annual Convention of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities in December.  For more information, 

visit www.sustainablect.org.  
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